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THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
--CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS

The LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS, a non-partisan, political organization, encourages the 

informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public 

policy issues, and inß uences public policy through education and advocacy.

The VOTER
Membership Meeting - Thursday, Feb. 19
Mayoral candidates Henry Garrett, Joe Adame, and Douglas Schaffer have been 
invited to speak at the LWV-CC membership meeting on Thursday, Feb. 19, and 
to answer questions posed by those attending.
Location:  First Baptist Church Recreation Center, 3115 Ocean Drive
(The recreation center is located at the back of the church property, and has 
plenty of parking.)
Time:  Gather at 11:30 a.m. for light lunch; League announcements and business 
at 12 noon, with program from 12:15 to 1 p.m.
Lunch Menu:  Crispy Chicken Salad with choice of dressing, Tea/Water, and 
Dessert.  $8 per person.
If you plan to have the salad, please RSVP to Lois Nickerson at 853-9642, by 9 
p.m. Monday, February  16, to conÞ rm your order and attendance. Members who 
do not want to eat are cordially welcomed to attend. If you would rather select 
something else from the ÔWay Inn Grill,Õ you also may do that as you arrive.

Members Note: You will fi nd a 2009-2010 Program Survey on page 5. Please fi ll in your 
suggestions for  issues for study and/or action and submit them to the Board . 

Leagues throughout the state are invited 
to send delegations to the Statewide 
Conference and League Lobby Day, 
on Monday, March 9, in Austin. A 
registration form will be sent by e-mail 
to all League Presidents to share with 
their members. 

LWV-CC President Chris Garcia 
plans to participate and would encourage 
other members to participate as well. 
ÒOnce the dayÕs agenda is outlined so we 
know the start time and once interested 
members are identiÞ ed, weÕll talk about 
our carpooling plan,Ó she said. ÒWe want 
to be represented at both the conference 
and lobby day activities.Ó

The Conference will consider 
changes to two League ProgramsÑ
Child Abuse and Neglect and Judicial 
Select ionÑso that LWV-Texas 
can lobby more effectively in this 
Legislative session.  Bylaws state that 
in order to have a quorum to conduct 
business, LWVTX needs a majority of 
local Leagues to be present. 

If a majority (15) do not register, 
the Conference portion of the day will 
be cancelled.  Each League is allowed 
two votes and any number of attendees. 
During the Lobby Day portion of the 
gathering, redistricting will be one of 
the three issues to be highlighted.

Delegates sought for March 9 Lobby Day
Conference also planned to study two League program changes
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PresidentÕs Message
By Chris Davis Garcia

EHco Services, Inc.
429 Colony Drive
Corpus Christi, Tx 78412

Phone 361-994-6500
Fax 361-994-6500

EDMUND H. HECHT
MEDIATOR/ARBITRATOR

LetÕs talk recycling
By Peggy Duran

Food and Drink Cans
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 In addition to beverage cans, you can recycle aluminum 
bottles, pie plates, cookware, building materials like gutters 
and siding, lawn furniture and more.

In the time it takes you to read this sentence, more than 
50,000 12-ounce aluminum cans were made.  

It is estimated that 97 percent of all soft drink cans are 
made of aluminum.  

Consumers and industry in the U.S. throw away enough 
aluminum to rebuild the entire U.S. commercial air ß eet every 
three months.  It requires only 5 percent as much energy to 
manufacture a can from recycled aluminum as compared to 
virgin ore.

Learn more at www.becomegreen.info

Dear Members and Friends:

As I read the articles included in the February 2009 
NATIONAL VOTER, I was reminded time and time again 
how valuable an organization the League of Women Voters 
is and how it is viewed by othersÉ.Óthe organization where 
hands-on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic 
improvement.Ó  We are challenged to tell others why we 
joined the League and talk about how the LeagueÕs focus on 
public policy issues at all levels makes a difference.

The variety of stories in the national publication was 
impressiveÑfrom examining Òredistribution of wealthÓ to 
Òrestoring American civic participationÓ to a recap of current 
National positions on global climate change, the stimulus 
package, the SCHIP program, campaign Þ nance reform, and 
enactment on the landmark DC Voting Rights Act.

LWV-CC needs to let its voice be heard and its presence felt 
as we monitor community issues, observe meetings to ensure 
transparency, and identify appropriate coalitions that we can 
partner with when issues are raised.

Sincerely,
Chris Davis Garcia  



Looking ahead . . .
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CHARLES R. ZIMMERMAN
Certifi ed Public Accountant

Doddridge Plaza
3765 South Alameda, Suite 200B

Corpus Christi, Texas 78411
cpacharles@msn.com

(361) 853-8580

   Mike Pusley

Pat Parr, Voter Service chair, has prepared and mailed letters 
to all candidates seeking election to the Corpus Christi 
City Council to invite them to participate in the LeagueÕs 
Candidate Forum on Wednesday, March 11.   The Forum 
will be held from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Council Chambers 
at City Hall, 1201 Leopard

Candidates include Mayor : Joe Adame, Henry Garrett 
(incumbent), and Douglas Schaffer.

Council members at-large (elect three): Brent Chesney, 
Melody Cooper (incumbent), Rene ÒRayÓ Coronado, Eric 
Holguin, Edward Lewis, David Loeb, Nelda Martinez 
(incumbent), Maurice G. Portis, and Mark Scott.

District 1: Dean Flinn, Kevin Kieschnick, Jesse Molina, 
and Tom Watson. 

District 2 : William Henneberger, John Marez 
(incumbent)

District 3: Roland Barrera, Priscilla Leal (incumbent), 
Patricia Noyola, Joe Ortiz and Rene Saenz

District 4 : Chris Adler, Michael McCutchon 
(incumbent), Webster Pell

District 5 : Larry Elizondo (incumbent), Rex A. 
Kinnison

Early voting will run March 18-31. The last day to 
register to vote is Thursday, March 5. The election is Saturday, 
April 4.

LWV-CC will produce a 12-page Voter Guide before 
the start of Early Voting and will have about 5,000 copies 
printed for distribution throughout the community.

LWV-CC will again partner with Leadership Corpus 
Christi Alumni to host the evening forum. Questions to 
be posed are being developed, and other questions will be 
received from audience members that night. The forum 
will be televised live on Cable Channel 20 (government 
channel) and then will be aired on two or three other dates 
to be announced.

Volunteers will be needed on the evening of March 11 
in the Council Chambers to help greet the candidates; hand 
out and collect index cards for questions; and perhaps assist 
with name place cards and timekeeping.  Call Pat at 855-3664 
to volunteer your help.

Welcome to New Member

Volunteers needed to work at March 11 City Candidates Forum 

Tuesday, Feb. 17...Board Meeting, 5:15 p.m., League ofÞ ce

Thursday, Feb. 19...Monthly Luncheon Meeting (see story, page 1)

Monday, March 2…Environmental Forum for City Council   

 Candidates

Tuesday, March 10…Rescheduled Board Meeting, 5:15 p.m.,        

 League ofÞ ce

Wednesday, March 11…City Council Candidates’ Forum, 

 6:30-9 p.m., City Hall

Thursday, March 19…….Monthly Luncheon Meeting

Tuesday, April 14…..Board Meeting, 5:15 p.m., League ofÞ ce

Thursday, April 16…Monthly Luncheon Meeting 

 (Consensus Meeting—see story, page 4)

Sometime in May…..Annual Meeting (to be announced)
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JOSE MIGUEL DURAN, M.D.
Gastroenterology

Doctors Square
2222 Morgan Ave., Suite 111
Corpus Christi, Texas 78405

Ph (361) 883-6623
Fax (361) 883-0748

League Chatter:

At the LWVUS 2008 Convention last summer, delegates 
voted to adopt a new study, ÒThe Advisability of Using the 
National Popular Vote Compact as a Method for Electing the 
President.Ó  The study has been completed, and study materials 
are available for Leagues to use for their consensus meeting.  
LWV-CC will hold its consensus meeting in April.  

Details have not been finalized as to whether the 
recommended two-hour meeting will be squeezed into the 
luncheon meeting April 16 or perhaps held later at a more 
relaxed setting in the evening. A covered-dish supper at a 
memberÕs home might also be an alternative. If you have some 
ideas, contact Maria Jimenez, Program Vice President.

HereÕs a summary of the issue:
The League believes that the Electoral College should 

be abolished.  It supports uniform voting qualiÞ cations and 
procedures for presidential elections as well as changes in the 
presidential election systemÑfrom the candidate selection 
process to the general election.  

The National Popular Vote Compact proposal offers a 
method of achieving the result of election of the President by 
popular vote without amending the Constitution.  The method 
uses the Electoral College to ensure that the candidate who 
receives the most popular votes is elected President.

A signiÞ cant amount of information is on the LWVUS 
website, and president Chris Davis Garcia has begun 
downloading it. The National study expanded and updated 
positions taken by the League, dating back to 1970 when the 
League Þ rst supported direct election of the President and Vice 
President by popular vote 

Website materials include history of the LWV positions; 
a copy of the Compact itself; supporting and opposing 
arguments; the seven consensus questions, each with multiple 
responses; and detailed background material.  

ÒI would appreciate having two or three League 
members familiarize themselves with the materials and serve 
as resource leaders during the consensus meeting,Ó Chris said.  
ÒIf this topic is one that really interests you and you would 
be willing to do some advance reading of only the League 
materials available, please let me know.Ó

¥ Thanks to Sylvia Samaniego, Noemi Linzer, Esther 
Martinez, Chris Garcia, Carolyn Moon, and Carolyn Cutbirth 
for participating in the state-requested legislative interviews 
with Reps. Todd Hunter, Abel Herrero, and Solomon Ortiz 
Jr. and Senator Juan ÒChuyÓ Hinojosa.  The legislatorsÕ 
responses have been submitted to the LWV-TX ofÞ ce as 
part of its regular legislative and lobbying activities.

¥ The Nominating Committee is chaired by Esther Martinez, 
and composed of Sylvia Samaniego, MarieCarrales, Margaret 
DeVille, and Margaret DiClemente. The committee will 
meet as a group, contact prospective ofÞ cers, and prepare 
a report recommending election of Þ ve ofÞ cers to serve for 
two-year terms. Positions up for election include president, 
vice president for community relations, treasurer, and two 
directors. Election of ofÞ cers will be held at the Annual 
Meeting in May.  League Bylaws note that the proposed slate 
must be publicized 30 days ahead of the Annual Meeting.

¥The Budget Review Committee is chaired by Sandra 
Heatherley and composed of Judy Pagano, Jane Bachman, 
Emilie Olivares, and Maria Jimenez.  The committee will 
meet to review 2008-2009 Þ nancial information and this 
yearÕs budget, then prepare and recommend adoption of a 
proposed budget for 2009-2010. League Bylaws note that 
the proposed budget must be publicized 30 days ahead of 
the Annual Meeting.

¥KEDT-Channel 16, our PBS afÞ liate, has two fund-raising 
efforts scheduled between now and early May, its pledge 
drive March 2-21 and Auction May 2-9. Both require lots 
of volunteers manning telephones at the KEDT studio, in 
Commerce I, off SPID between Weber and Everhart. 
Please check your calendar and let Ann Jaynes know 
whether you would be interested in working the phone 
bank and if the March or May time line might be best for 
you. If we have eight or ten prospective volunteers, she 
will call the KEDT staff and get a speciÞ c date and time 
assigned.  AnnÕs number is 852-7942.

LWVUS requests consensus meeting

on National Popular Vote Compact
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LWV Corpus Christi
Renewal / New Membership Application

 
Join now and help in the effort to promote
political responsibility through informed,

active participation in government.
 
Type of membership:      New____     Renewal_____

Individual $50____   Student $30_____   Household $75____

Name____________________________________________

Household MemberÕs Name __________________________

 Address__________________________________________

Work Address (optional)______________________________

I prefer to receive my mail at:     home     or     work.
                                (Please circle your preference above.)

Home phone____________________________________

Work or Cell phone_______________________________

Fax number_____________________________________

E-mail Address_____________________________________
 

Please return this form to:  League of Women Voters
P. 0. Box 8276, Corpus  Christi, Texas 78468.
Membership is from June 1 through May 31.

Request for 2009-2010 Program Topics

 Cut out and return at the February meeting or return in 

envelope by mail to LWV-CC, PO Box 8276, Corpus Christi, 

TX 78468, no later than March 1.

Note to members: League Bylaws require that members be 

surveyed prior to the May 2009 Annual Meeting to determine 

their opinions and suggestions on local government issues 

which should be considered for study and/or action in the 

coming year. 

Each member should respond only once

.

2009-2010 Program Survey
My suggestions on local government issues that I believe should be 

considered by the Corpus Christi League for study and/or action in 2009-

2010 include the following. I understand that the Board will compile the 

responses and will identify one or more issues to be voted on for adoption 

by the membership at the May 2009 Annual Meeting.

1. ____________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________

3 _____________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:

Submitted by: _________________________________

(Member’s name--please print)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR RESPONSE

Todd Hunter
Attorney at Law

Tel:%361) 884-8777

(Fax (361-884-1628

www.hunterhandel.com

todd@hunterhandel.com

555 N. Carancahua

Suite 1600

Corpus Christi, TX 78478-0801
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THE VOTER is published 10 times during the calendar year (excluding June and December) and mailed to all members, League 
supporters and friends, and elected ofÞ cials.  Editor:  Marjorie ÒRickyÓ Walraven.
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

(361) 992-1213 Phone

(361) 992-0713 Fax

(361) 779-7938 Cell

neldamartinez@nuecestitle.com

Nelda Martinez, President

5656 S. Staples, Ste. 114

Corpus Christi, TX 78411


